
Welcome to the August 2013 Branch 

newsletter. 2013 has proved to be a 

busy year for the Branch, mainly 

caused by hosting the Zone Conven-

tion in April, see page 2 for more in-

formation. The early cold, dark and 

wet snap in the spring did little to 

prepare our plants for the summer. 

Many of the plants in our green-

houses have been several weeks late 

in waking up and many are still 

showing the effects of the awful 

weather. We have lost several aloes 

this year, as well as other plants.  

In the garden we didnôt plant sweet 

peas or garden peas this year but 

have managed to produce half a 

dozen cabbages. To make matters 

worse, we have not been able to get 

out in the garden as much as we 

would wish so we are now busily try-

ing to make up for lost time.  

Sadly, the Zone 6 Show had to be 

cancelled this year due to poor sup-

port. I doubt the conditions helped, 

with plants coming late into growth. 

Luton Branch are hosting the event 

next year and judging by their own 

show this year, it should be a suc-

cessful event. I hope Berkhamsted 

members will support the show, ei-

ther as exhibitors or visitors.  

The August meeting was the Branch 

Mini -Show, judged by Barry Tibbetts 

(Northampton and Milton Keynes 

branch), who also lead a discussion 

about the plants after the judging. 

This meeting was held in the larger 

hall, on the right when  entering the 

building  

Attendances at meetings have held 

up with an average of 11 people at 

each meeting (the lowest has been 

9, the highest 14).  

The Branch welcomed back two 

speakers who had previously talked 

to us: Paul Klaassen and Alan 

Phipps. As we look forward to the 

autumn programme we will be en-

tertained by Dr Tony Roberts, Mark 

Preston and Martin Doorbar.  

Sadly the days are starting to get 

shorter and there is still so much to 

do. Before then however, I hope to 

see many of you at our September 

meeting. Happy growing.  

David  

Hon. Secretary  
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Programme 

Sep 2013 to Feb 2014 

  14 Sep Dr Tony Roberts 

Cleistocactus etc. 

 12 Oct Mark Preston 

Epiphytic Cactiña Genera 

Presentation 

  09 Nov Martin Doorbar 

Five Star American Habitats 

  14 Dec Christmas Get-Together 

  11 Jan Annual General Meeting 

Membersõ slides 

   08 Feb Julian Cooke 

Cactus Gems and Green-

house Automation 

  

The Branch hosted a 

highly successful  

Zone 6 Convention on 

20 April 2013.  

A review of the Conven-

tion is on page 2  

September meet-

ing time put 

back to 4pm.  



After fourteen months of planning 

the day dawned bright and cheerful 

as we all made our ways to the Wil-

stone Village Hall on Saturday 20 

April. Gill and I arrived with a car 

packed full of food for the buffet 

lunch and afternoon tea.  

The doors opened at 9 am, with the 

first delegates arriving from 9.30 

onwards. It was a great credit to 

everyone that by the time the dele-

gates started to arrive, everything 

was in place. This was down to the 

hard work put in by everyone at 

the start of the day.  

We were extremely fortunate to be 

able to bring Jakub Jilemicky, a 

Czech Republic speaker, over to the 

UK to give two talks: the first on 

the óWestern Cape: Haworthias and 

other succulentsô and the second 

on óSucculents of the Eastern 

Capeô. In addition, Peter Berresford 

kindly agreed to talk on óTexas/New 

Mexico from the Plains to the Moun-

tainsô, a brand new presentation. 

Plant sales were provided by Too-

bees (Beryl Potter) and David 

Neville. In addition books were 

available for purchase from Keith 

Larkin (Keithôs Plant Books). 

In all we sold 63 tickets with dele-

gates coming from as far afield as 

Sheffield, Manchester and Ames-

bury. Our Branch provided the most 

delegates (12), followed by Harrow 

(10) and Luton (9). Both branches 

are our close friends.  

The programme for the day pro-

vided plenty of opportunity for peo-

ple to catch up with old friends and 

to make new ones. Eleven oôclock 

saw everyone in their seats await-

ing the first talk by Jakub on the 

óWestern Capeô. This was followed 

by an outstanding buffet lunch, 

before Peter Berresford gave us his 

presentation on Texas/New Mexico. 

After a further break for afternoon 

tea and drawing the raffle, the day 

closed with Jakubôs second talk: 

the Eastern Cape.  

These events are all too often 

judged by the quality of the cater-

ing and this event was no different. 

There were four people who formed 

the backbone of the catering team:  

Gill, Susanna Watt, Helen Hughes 

and Liz Sharpe.  
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Zone 6 Convention 2013 
 by David Wilson 

Jakub enjoys a quiet break.                                                Photo David Wilson 

Toobees plant sales.                                                                  Photo David Wilson 

Keithõs Plant Books stand.                                                      Photo David Wilson 

Dorothy Minors, Derrek Tribble and David Porter.          Photo David Wilson 

A view from the serving hatch.                                           Photo David Wilson 

The buffet lunch.                                       Photo Linda Fuller 

Continued on Page 4 
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They were aided abetted by various 

members of the Branch, including 

Linda Fuller, Ina White -Hopkins and 

Hazel Clarke. Without their sterling 

efforts the outstanding buffet lunch 

and afternoon tea would not have 

been possible.  

Zone 6 Convention 2013 continued 

Continued on Page 4 

We received a number of acco-

lades:  

Terry Smale wrote: óHello David. A 

great day. We enjoyed it a lotô 

Jakub responded to a thank you e -

mail óThanks for nice email. It was 

for me a nice weekend and I hope 

you have all enjoyed it as well. 

The convention was very well or-

ganised, excellent job!  

Many thanks again for inviting me 

to it.ô  

Peter Berresford responded to a 

thank you letter: óThank you very 

much for your letter David -  it was 

much appreciated -  I do try and 

inject a little humour into talks -  I 

always feel that people are there 

to be entertained rather than lec-

tured at!ô  

A number of people regarded the 

event as good value for money 

and one delegate was heard to 

say ñI donôt judge an event by the 

talks but by the quality of the ca-

tering and the catering here has 

been excellentò. Various other 

people congratulated the Branch 

on the high quality of the organi-

zation.  

David Kirkbright commented on 

the quality of the raffle and for the 

generosity of members providing 

prizes.  

Members of the catering team.                                  Photo Linda Fuller 

Zone 6 Open Day 2013 
by David Wilson 

Sunday 7 July dawned bright and 

sunny and saw Gill and I heading 

towards Ely to visit our first garden 

of the Cambridge Branch, Zone 6 

Open Day. After a comfortable 

lunch at the Ely Little Chef we 

made our way to David Lathamôs (I 

hasten to add not our David  

Latham). Davidôs is a mixed col-

lection of cacti and other succu-

lents with the accent on cacti, 

housed in a 12ô x 8ô greenhouse 

and part of a second house. Apart 

from the collection, David had a 

fine garden, filled with many 

plants.  

We took our leave from David  

Latham and headed towards Cot-

tenham to visit Trevor Jeepôs col-

lection.  

David Lathamõs main greenhouse.                          Photo David Wilson 

David Lathamõs garden.                                               Photo David Wilson 

Trevor Jeepõs greenhouse.                                         Photo David Wilson 
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propagation and seed raising rather 

than growing specimen plants.  

Many of the plants were grown 

from seed collected in Chile and 

Peru over the last decade or so. 

Clarkôs garden also contained a 

wildlife pond and carnivorous 

plants.   

In keeping with the wildlife friendly 

garden Clark had also installed 

boxes for breeding swifts and was 

fortunate to have one nest in use, 

with the birds coming and going 

whilst we were there.  

The day was drawing to a close and 

we still had to see Paul Hoxeyôs col-

Trevor has an interesting collec-

tion of cacti and succulents 

housed in 24ô x 8ô greenhouse. 

Included in the greenhouse was 

a large collection of mesembry-

anthemums, plus Echeverias, 

Haworthias and Gasterias. Many 

were grown from BCSS seed.  

We took our leave of Trevor and 

made a short hop to Milton to 

see 

Clark Bruntôs garden and collec-

tion. Clark has a mainly cactus 

orientated collection, in a 20ô x 

8ô greenhouse. He specialises in 

lection so we said our goodbye to 

Clark and headed for Great Shelford. 

Paul has been growing cacti  since the 

1980's and recently celebrated 25 

years of BCSS membership. He is a 

well known speaker around the coun-

try and at International Conventions.   

Paul has amalgamated 3 greenhouses  

into one, which is mainly filled with 

cacti with just a few other succulents 

sprinkled about.  The collection is 

split evenly between North and South 

American species but is dominated by 

plants raised from seed over the last 

20 years.  Plants from Mexico, Chile 

and Peru are particularly well repre-

sented.  

Zone 6 Open Day 2013 
Continued from page 3 

Trevorõs garden and greenhouse.                              Photo David Wilson 

Clarkõs greenhouse.                        Photo David Wilson 

The wildlife pond                                                             Photo David Wilson 

Paulõs greenhouse.                        Photo David Wilson 

One part of the greenhouse.                        Photo David Wilson 

Photos David Wilson 



 

September 2013 Meeting 

Once again we will be welcoming Tony Roberts to the Branch when he will be talking about 

óCleistocactus etc. Tony is an informative and amusing speaker with a wide knowledge of our favourite 

plants.  

October 2013 Meeting 

October will bring Mark Preston back to the branch to beguile us with Epiphytic cacti -  a general presentation . 

Mark previously entertained us with his talk on óChristmas and Easterô cacti.  

November 2013 Meeting 

Martin Doorbar will be introducing óFive Star American Habitatsô and is a new speaker to the branch. 

His main interests are Ferocactus, Stenocactus and Thelocactus with a leaning towards anything South Ameri-

can and a growing interest in columnar cacti. 
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Stop Press                                            Stop Press                                             Stop Press 

Please note that due to a wedding at the church on our September meeting day, the start time of the 

meeting has been put back to 4pm.  

Stop Press                                            Stop Press                                             Stop Press 
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